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CHS & CITY OF SALINAS COVID-19 PANDEMIC HOMELESS SHELTER SOLUTION 

        
March 27, 2020, Salinas, CA— Community Homeless Solutions, Monterey County’s largest non-profit 
provider of over 300 homeless housing and emergency shelter beds, is venturing into a new and important 
additional cog of the homeless housing and support services continuum.   
 

With the COVID-19 pandemic, this has placed additional burden on local officials to find shelter 
and housing in an expedited manner. 

 
Community Homeless Solutions, in partnership with the City of Salinas, is opening what has been coined 
the “Navigation Center” in Chinatown, a new shelter location that will house up to 16 individuals plagued 
by homelessness. The new shelter opening on Friday, March 27, and will be receiving its’ first guests on 
that evening. 
 
“This is a very important and strategic move by Community Homeless Solutions to not only continue its 
community-wide management of additional shelter locations and housing options for our most desperate 
citizens, but to prepare those in our shelter for transitional and permanent housing opportunities in the 
future,” commented Eric Johnsen, Vice President of the Board of Directors.   
 
In October 2019, Community Homeless Solutions reopened the navigation center in Chinatown providing 
showers and restrooms to Chinatown homeless living on the streets in tents and autos. This service 
entitled 40-50 people each day to access services that most people take for granted each day – a warm 
shower and restrooms instead of curbs.  It also enabled CHS to get to know its’ guests better and to assess 
the ideal candidates for the shelter when it opens for those who are committed to employment and 
moving on to permanent housing as it opens up and is feasible in the future. 
 
CHS meanwhile is working with city and county officials as well as the Coalition of Homeless Service 
Providers to continue exploring additional housing and shelter locations where more families and 
individuals might be housed.  
 
Future options being explored include: 

• Sprung Shelter to accommodate approximately 50 individuals next to the Navigation Center. 
• Use of the Police Athletic League (PAL) facility for temporary shelter for additional homeless. 
• integrated tiny home and transitional housing community located in Salinas led by R3 – 

Rehabilitation, Restoration and Respite – could house up to 80 individuals later this year. 
 
The Chinatown Navigation Center is located on the corner of Lake and Soledad Streets in Salinas. For 
further information about Community Homeless Solutions and how to financially support or volunteer 
your services, visit www.communityhomelesssolutions.org or call the administration office at (831) 384-
3388. 
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